


Bay of Maputo whilesavoring
mega-sized prawns dipped in
peri-peri{ahotchilisauce)and
a glass of vinho verde (258-1-
491-001; polana-hotel.com;
doubles, $195-5275).

The tiny, tucked-away Tarta-
rugaMaritima tent campisin
the extreme south, close to the
South African border. Getting

there requires a 370-mile drive
on good roads from Johannes-
burg: Camp staff will collect
you at the border, where it’s
safe to leave your vehicle. Set
on a gorgeous Indian Ocean
beach, the eight comfortable,
airy tents have en suite bath-
rooms and decks (27-11-728-
4942; tartaruga.co.za; doubles,
$150). For first-rate pamper-
ing, fly to BenguerraLodge, on
the island of the same name in
the stunning Bazaruto Archi-
pelago, 390 miles from Mapu-
to. Setin a national park, its
thatched bungalows are built
on stilts, just a coconut’s throw
from the sea. Diversions in-
clude world-class diving, ocean
fly-fishing, and a boat ride to
remote Pansy Island, where
pansy shells (similar to sand
doliars)lie scattered on the

sand like so many fossilized
flowers (27-11-452-0641;
benguerra.co.za; doubles,
$790, including meals).

The more hotel-like Indigo
Bay, a bit farther north on Baza-
ruto Island, is undergoing ex-
tensive renovations. By Novem-
ber, it will have bigger beach
bungalows, new fishingand
dive centers, and a new restau-
rant, pool, and golf course (27-
11-465-6904; indigobayresort
.com; doubles, $586-3726, in-
cluding meals). For the ultimate
tropical escape, head even far-
ther north to Pemba and catch
achopper to Quildlealsland, in
the Quirambas Archipelago.
Malaria-freeand locatedina
remote marine reserve, Qui-
laleaisasclose as you'll come to
finding a fantasy istand in AfTi-

_ca. Laze on the beach in front
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of your luxury villa fashioned
from coral, wood, and reeds—
ordive, snorkel, fish, or kayak.
Then, as the red sun dips down,
indulge in a seaside massage
(258-272-2-1808; quilalea.com;
doubles, $750, including
meals).

RESBURCES The handy
mozguide.com offers all man-
ner of travel advice. Contact
Explore Africa (exploreafrica
.net; 888-596-6377) for itin-
eraries. If youcan’t find the
information you need on the
site itself, the popular forum
will almost certainly have the
answer. The Bradt Travel Guide
to Mozambique may be aimed
at budget travelers, but it pro-
vides a wealth of up-to-date
information (Globe Pequot
Press, $19). —Kate Turkington




