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............................................. V I T A L S  
] ' VISITOR NUMBERS: 404,000 i n  2001; 

71 1,000 in 2004. 
' BEST TIME TO GO: June through 

August, for cool. dry weather. 

AIR SERVICE FROM THE U.S.: Air France 
' and TAP Portugal. 

- CAPITAL: Maputo. 

OFFICIAL LANGUAGE: Portuguese. 

? SPECIAL SAFETY CONCERNS: Stay off the 
streets and beaches at night to avoid 
crime. Land mines may still be pres- 
ent on little-used roads. 

TOUR COST: Approximately $380 per 
person per day. 
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After decades two reserves and designated former chairman of Prodigy, is lnhaca Island, and the Bazaruto I J of political some 15 percent of thecountry spearheadingone of the most Archipelago to do  battle with 
strife-includ- off-limits to development. Most ambitiousschen~es, promising marlin, while divers and snor- 
inga bloody of thenational parks-and the up to $40million to rebuild kelers frequent Two Mile Reef, 
struggle for big game that once populated Gorongosa National Park, in off the coast of Vilanculos, to 
independence them-were destroyed during thecenter of thecountry. Part swim in the limpid sea with the 

from Portugal followed by a 16- thewar years, so for now visi- of the plan is to reintroduce manta rays, whale sharks, and 
year civil war-Mozambique tors are flocking to thecoast. game, including cheetahs and sequined reef fish. Vilanculos 
hasenjoyed peace, stability, and In a country with some of the black rhinos. Dive operatescharters (258-828- 
robust economic growth since world's best beaches, who can 562700; mozzies@teledata 
holding its first multiparty elec- blame them? THE DRAW A lively mix of Euro- .mz; snorkelingday-trip, $60 
tions in 1994. Peace has brought pean, Mediterranean, and Af- per person; two dives, $130 per 
prosperity in the form of a THE BIG PICTURE Stretched rican influences, Maputo, 
booming tourism industry, with out long and lean along the on the Indian Ocean, is '- 

oceanfront resorts and small South Indian Ocean, Mozam- one of Africa's most at- Beachcombing on Pansy Island. - 
luxury hotels opening at a rapid bique has more than 2,000 miles tractivecapitals. Gustav -- 

clip. Fortunately, uncontrolled of palm-fringed coast, most of Eiffel's railway station (yes, 
development is unlikely anytime it undeveloped. The beaches he of the Eiffel Tower) is 
soon: Thegovernment'scom- and the 32-island Bazaruto themost beautiful insub- f& - : z -: - . . 

mitment to theenvironment Archipelago are its star attrac- Saharan Africa. At night, e 
# 

$ - ' '-4- . 
and to responsible tourism was tions. In the cities, buildings great jazz musicians play 

#- - la, 
recently underscored when it with a faded colonial grandeur (BuenaVista Social Club- 
created two natiotial parks and arecheek by jowl with shanties, style) in countless venues, , @ - c \ -. 

,,,,,,,#,,#,,,,,,,,~o,,o,#,,,,,,,,,,,~~,,,,,,,,,,t and mud huts stand in the shad- none of them more atmo- - 
medium ; ows of Eastern European-style spheric than the historic railway person). lnhaca Island is also HASSLE FACTOR ................... - 

bar. Other Maputo must-sees a primespot to crest the waves : concrete apartment blocks. 
Driving is discouraged, Owing Large-scalepoachingduring include Eiffel's Iron House (a ina kayak with Hardy Ventures 

i to poor road conditions and j years of civil unrest out wrought iron dwelling donated (27-1 3-75 1- 1693; hardyventure ! carjackings On major thorough- virtually all of Mozambique's by France); the pulsing, quint- .corn; two-night excursion, $575 
: fares. Travel long distances ? 

= big game, so this is not a destina- essentially African market; per person). 
j by plane, and do not drive in E = tion for those seeking a classic the Art  Decocathedral; and the : Mozambique after dark, when j - African safari. But that may 



I there requires a 370-mile drive sand like so many fossilized of your luxury villa fashioned 
on good roads from Johannes- flowers (27- 1 1-452-064 1 ; from coral, wood. and reeds- 
burg: Camp staff will collect benguerra.co.za; doubles, or dive, snorkel, fish, or kayak. 

' you at the border, whereit's $790. including meals). Then, as the red sun dips down, 
7. *g,$ 

safe to leave your vehicle. Set ~. , .   he more hitel-like Indigo indulge in a seaside massage I 
on a gorgeous Indian Ocean 
beach, theeight comfortable, 
airy tents haveen suite bath- 
rooms and decks (27-1 1-728- 
4942: tartaruga.co.za; doubles, 
$1 50). For first-rate pamper- 
ing, fly to Benguerra Lodge, on 
the island of the same name in 
the stunning Bazaruto Archi- 

Bay of Maputo whilesavoring pelago. 390 miles from Mapu- 
mega-sized prawnsdipped in to. Set in a national park, its 
pcri-peri(a hot chili sauce) and thatched bungalows are built 
a glass of viiihoverde(258-1- on stilts, just a coconut's throw 
491-001; polana-hote1.com: from the sea. Diversions in- 
doubles, $195-$275). clude world-class diving, ocean 

The tiny. tucked-away Tarta- fly-fishing, and a boat ride to 
rugaMaritima tent camp is in remote Pansy Island, where 
theextreme south,close to the pansy shells (similar to sand 
South African border. Getting dollars) lie scattered - on the 

Bay, a bit farther north on Baza- 
rut0 Island. is undergoing ex- 
tensive renovations. By Novem- 
ber. it will have bigger beach 
bungalows. new fishing and 
divecenters, and a new restau- 
rant. pool, and golf course (27- 
11-465-6904: indigobayresort 
.corn: doubles. 55864726, in- 
cluding meals). Forthe ultimate 
tropical escape, head even far- 
ther north to Pemba and catch 
achopper to Quililealsland, in 
the Quirambas Archipelago. 
Malaria-free and located in a 
remote marine reserve, Qui- 
lalea is as close as you'll come to 
finding a fantasy island in Afri- 

c a .  Laze-on the beach in front 

(258-272-2- 1808; quilalea.com; 
doubles, $750, including 
meals). 

RESOURCES The handy 
rnozguide.com offers all man- 
ner of travel advice. Contact 
Explore Africa (exploreafrica 
.net; 888-596-6377) for itin- 
eraries. If you can't find the 
information you need on the 
site itself, the popular forum 
will almostcertainly have the 
answer. The Bradt Travel Guide 
to Mozambique may be aimed 
at budget travelers, but it pro- 
vides a wealth of up-to-date 
information (Globe Pequot 
Press, $19). -KateTurkington 


