carrying your own load—and
by being willing to wait for trains
and planes that seem to operate
without regard to schedules.
One upside: Unlike parks in
most African countries, Gabon’s
don’t require gorilla-trekkers

to buy expensive permits. Visas
must be obtained in advance,
and visitors are strongly advised
to travel with a tour operator.
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ripe forexploring and a natural
choice for adventurous typesin

small human population—1.4
million in a country the size of
Colorado—and plenty of room
for wildlife, notably elephants
and western lowland gorillas;
six species of whales swim just
offshore. Evenso, onlya
fraction of the foreigners
who visit the country each
year are tourists—the rest
come for the timber and
oil. Few of the 13 national
parks have upscale lodg-
ings or are easily accessed
by plane or jeep.
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» VISITOR NUMBERS: 155.000 in 2000:
222.000 in 2004.

» BEST TIME TO GO: June through September,
when it’s cool and dry.

> AIR SERVICE FROM THE U.S.: Air France.
i © > OFFICIAL LANGUAGE: French.
i © > SPECIAL SAFETY CONCERNS: Carjackings
have been reported in Libreville.

— » TOUR COST: Approximately $370 per
person per day.

gorillas. Also within Ivindo’s porch with views of the Mpvie

on game drives to see forest
elephantsand bush pigs (31-26-
370-5567; operation-loango
.com; doubles, $365). In Ivindo
National Park, a researchsta-
tion has been transformed into
the rustic Langoué Bai Camp, run
by the Wildlife Con-
servation Society. A
network of pathsex-
tends from the camp,
making the park’s
gorillaseasy tospy
on (31-26-370-5567;
doubles, $480). In
Lopé National Park,
the cabanas of the
new Lopé Hotel are set
ona hillabove the Of-

afour-hour train ride from Li-
breville, is known for its gorillas,
troops of rare and brilliantly
colored mandrill monkeys, and
400 bird species. The neighbor-
ing Offoué River can be explored

Loango Lodge.

The earliest signs of human civilization in Central Africa are rock engravings near Mikongo Camp, in Lope

National Park.
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